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October 14, 1904 2120 

Bills of health were issued to the following-named vessels: 
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o For New York. 

Number of aliens sailing from this port during the week, 6. 
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INDIA. 

Report from Bombay — Enteric fever in Poona — Shortage of rainfall 
and its relation to epidemic diseases. 

Acting Asst. Surg. Edward H. Hume reports, September 4, as fol- 
lows: 

I have the honor to report as follows concerning the presence of 
enteric fever in Poona: Poona, 120 miles from Bombay, is one of the 
largest cities in the Presidency, and during the rainy season — i. e., 
from June to September — is the residence o'f the governor. Eeferring 
to the death of the wife of an army medical officer from enteric fever, 
the telegram says: "Enteric fever has claimed quite a number of 
victims of late, especially from among the soldiers of the East Lanca- 
shire Regiment. Since August 25 there has been, on an average, one 
funeral daily among these soldiers (deaths from enteric fever), though 
on several occasions there were two deaths a day from the disease in 
the station hospital." 

I have had an interview this week with officers who had come from 
Poona, and the}' spoke also of the daily fatalities from enteric fever. 
The barracks are situated some distance from the native quarter of 
the town; all the drinking water is boiled; for some time the soldiers 
have not been allowed to -go into the native town; and yet the disease 
is spreading. 1 can only suggest that the milk supply may be con- 
taminated or that flies are concerned in transmitting the disease. 

1 have to report a very serious shortage in the rainfall all over India. 
This is due to the failure of the Arabian Sea monsoon current. The 
prices of grain have risen in twelve districts in the Bombay Presi- 
dency, and the water supply is almost everywhere deficient. In parts 
of the Madras Presidency rain is wanted, and prices of food are rising. 
Similar reports come from nearly all the provinces. The .bearing of 
all this on epidemic diseases is very direct — partly because shortage of 
water leads the poor to drink from any supply that they can reach, 
much of it, doubtless, being contaminated, and partly because failure 
of the crops will surely cause famine and reduce the resistance of 
thousands of people against plague and other diseases. In 1900, for 
example, the last famine year, the mortality from cholera was far 
greater than in any other year of the past thirteen. 

Reports from Calcutta — Cholera and plague mortality. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Eakins reports, September 8. as follows: 
Du ing the week ended September 3, 1904, there were 5 deaths 
from cholera and 7 deaths from plague in Calcutta. 



